Narrative

	Category
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Unsatisfactory

	Word Choice
	Writer uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader’s mind, and the choice and placement of the words seems natural, accurate, or interesting, and not forced
	Writer uses vivid words or phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader’s mind, but occasionally the words are used inaccurately or seem overdone
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, flair or specificity
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader’s interest. Jargon or clichés may be present and detract from the meaning

	Voice
	The writer adds a unique and personal touch to the piece; has taken the ideas and made them his/her own.
	The writer attempts to add a unique, personal touch, but there is some lack of ownership of the piece.
	There is little evidence that the author used his/her individual voice in this piece; content seems predictable and ordinary
	The writer has not tried to communicate the story in a personal way; the piece seems to lack a personal flair.

	Story Elements (setting, character, plot—conflict/resolution)
	Story elements are present or implied. The reader has a sense of the setting, character, and plot through the rich details.
	Most story elements are present or implied. Most readers will have some sense of the setting, character, and/or plot.
	Few story elements are present or implied. The reader may have a vague sense of the setting, character, and/or plot but little detail is supplied.
	All or most of story elements are missing. The reader has no real sense of the setting, character, and/or plot.

	Conventions (grammar, spelling, mechanics)
	The writer makes no errors in writing, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read
	The writer makes 1-2 errors, but the paper is still easy to read.
	The writer makes a few errors that detract or confuse the reader.
	The writer makes several errors that greatly interrupt the flow of the story/piece.

	Concision/Focus
	The writing is “tight” and focused with no extra or unnecessary writing. The piece has multiple connotations, or is rich in meaning and description. The writing is concise/dense and easy to follow.
	Most of the writing is “tight” and focused with very little unnecessary writing. The writing is fairly concise but may wander a little or have some details that seem out of place.
	Most of the writing is focused but has some unnecessary details that do not support the meaning of the piece. The piece is a little hard to follow.
	The writing is not focused or includes unnecessary details. The piece lacks meaning and is difficult to understand.

	Creativity
	The piece contains many creative details. The author has really used his/her imagination.
	The piece contains some creative details. The author has used his/her imagination.
	The piece contains some creative details but they distract from the story/poem. The author has tried to use his/her imagination.
	There is little evidence of creativity. The author does not seem to have used much imagination.


