How Do You Know When You Have a Good Concept?

· Does the concept apply to a variety of disciplines and subject areas?

· Does the concept help us make connections between and among disciplines and subject areas?

· Is the concept appropriate for a variety of age groups?

· Does the concept incorporate important information?

· Are there generalizations (big ideas) that accompany the concept?

Some Concepts to Consider…

Adaptation

Balance

Beauty

Being

Belief

Cause and effect

Chance

Change

Choice

Communication

Community

Conflict

Connections

Consequences

Convention

Cooperation

Courage

Creativity

Culture

Custom

Cycle

Desire

Duty

Emotion

Equality

Eternity

Exploration

Family

Fate

Force

Form

Freedom

Future

Good and evil

Growth

Honor

Independence

Infinity

Influence

Interdependence

Judgment

Justice

Knowledge

Language

Law

Liberty

Life and death

Logic

Love

Loyalty

Matter

Mind

Movement

Necessity and 
contingency

Needs and wants

One and many

Order

Parts and whole

Patterns

Power

Progress

Reasoning

Relationships

Rhetoric

Rights and 
responsibilities

Sense

Signs and symbols

Space

Structure

Survival

System

Time

Tradition

Truth

Wealth

Will

Wisdom

